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BY DALE JOHNSON 


‘Tis the 
season 


‘m sitting in the Oakland airport right now, awake much, much too early, and 
still dealing with my turkey hangover brought upon by Thanksgiving as I get 
ready to head back to school for the last few weeks of the fall semester. Flying 
home, seeing family, getting ready for the holidays, Winter is definitely here and 
I couldn't be happier. 

Winter may also mean finals are coming close, but that stressful week is 
overshadowed by so many other great things that the season brings along as well. We 
finally get to zip up our hoodies in southern California as the cold weather has caught 
up with the rest of country, or as much as it is going to. The LBSU basketball season is 
in full swing, as we grind through these tough winter months hopefully on our way 
to March Madness. And most importantly, the upcoming holidays yet again give us 
another chance to spend time with family, enjoy some amazing food, and both give 
and receive presents with our loved ones. 

The end of December also marks my birthday (I like iTunes gift cards, DVDs and San 
Francisco Giants tickets FYI...) as well as New Year's, just more excuses to have a great time. 

In honor of these great holiday happenings, we have comprised our ‘Winter issue. 
This issue is packed with great winter themed stories, including our cover story about 
CSULB's snowboarding team. We also have a few gift guides including what to do 
when you receive an awful gift, and a 2009 gift guide of some simple, yet awesome 
and useful presents. 

A lot of people will be traveling during winter break, so we have put together some 
winter travel tips to make sure that your trip goes off without a hitch. One of our most 
fun stories this month is about CSULB Prof. Daniel Thompson, who balances his time as 
an instructor with being a Santa Claus during the winter months. 

Our music story focuses on Orange County locals Moostache, who's singer is a 
current student at CSULB. Check out DIGMagOnline.com for an exclusive acoustic video 
of the band performing from DIG’s office. 

Plus there is so much more packed in to the issue. 

I hope you guys have a great month, and make it through this tough time at school, 
the finish line is in sight, and then we get a much deserved break. 

Ican't wait to be sitting in this airport again, in just a few short weeks, this time heading 
the other way through security on my way to a relaxing and amazing winter break. 
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Your guide to concerts, 
on campus events and 
local happenings. 


Winter 2009-2010 


4 Opinion 1 O Gift Guide 
One DIG writer discovers finding that Make shopping easy with our 
perfect gift is no walk in the park. 2009 gift guide. 
5 Sightings | yi Winter Travel Tips 


Before you head anywhere check 
out our rules of the road. 


DIG finds out from a few students 
are asking for this holiday season. 


6 Cover Story 13. Scene 


CSULB’s snow and ski team gets Grab authentic Greek food at a 


stoked for another killer season on local restaurant on 2nd Street. 
= —_— 


the slopes. Music 
: } Moostache keep it all 
| 8 Profile Bin the family. 


A CSULB teacher is also a Santa 
Claus during December. Enough 
said. 


fe) In-depth 
Receive a bad gift? Don’t panic, 
we've got you covered. 


~ By Jeff Weltz z 


She awaits the gift anxiously with that 
smile on her face and that sparkle in her eyes. 
Your hands are trembling, your face is glistening 
~ as you slowly hand her the small package she has 
_ patiently been waiting for. You're able to push out 

a small smile but your overall facial expression tells a 
completely different story. A fire is blazing inside of you as 
you nervously sip your glass of wine. This gift can make or 
break you... oh, the pressure of Christmas Day. 

December 25th marks the one day, not including a birthday, 
that makes the majority of men ina relationship quiver. It’s 
that day that you need to be perfect and express your love 
through one special gift for her. As the month of December 
nears, it is as though commercials are on repeat. The simple 
saying, “every kiss begins with Kay,” begins echoing through 
your head repeatedly. “A diamond is forever,” makes you 
question whether or not this is in fact the ideal gift. Although 
she might be in “awe,” it just seems so predictable. 

You roam the crowded malls aimlessly searching for 
something, anything that gives you a sign of hope. You walk 
into Macy's and the finely dressed and manicured women 
call you over for some sampling of perfume as they attempt 
to lure you into a sale. “This one is perfect for her, she will love 
it,” says a blonde sales lady with way too much make-up. Is it 
worth buying a scent that you know nothing about? Besides, it’s 
pretty likely she already has five to ten different perfumes that 
she alternates on a daily basis. You 
decide it’s best to move on. 

A thin porcelain-looking 
mannequin stares at you blankly 
as you enter the women’s clothing 
section. You begin searching 
through a variety of pants, dresses, 
blouses and even some sexy 
lingerie. One problem, you can’t 
remember what size she wears in 
anything. You try to call her sister 
for some last minute advice, but 
she’s doesn’t answer her phone. One 
last failed attempt forces you to 
start cursing loudly in your head. A 
small headache begins to formulate 
from the amount of stress that 
follows closely behind. 

The mall is about to close and 
of course it’s Christmas Eve, once 
again you have waited until the last 
minute. You have less than 24 hours 
before you're completely screwed. 
As you exit the mall, a bright little 
light bulb rises above your head, 
an idea perhaps? Maybe you can 
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give her a shopping spree! She can use your money and get 
anything she wants from whatever store sparks her interest. I 
mean, nothing says, “I love you babe,” like her buying her own 
Christmas gifts with your money... right? Let’s just mark that 
idea down as another failure. 

It is impossible to say what the perfect Christmas gift really 
is. Every girl has her preference. One thing is for sure, though — 
all girls love creativity. Girls love to be spoiled, even if they won't 
necessarily admit it. Why not attempt to create a Christmas 
dinner with her favorite flowers, fine wine, and maybe some 
candles? If you can’t cook, get some help! Or maybe take her 
somewhere romantic where you can dress up and spend the 
evening together alone, a place with the perfect atmosphere 
near the water or overlooking city lights. If you have been 
dating awhile, try purchasing little things that might reflect 
some of the memories that you have shared together. This 
could even include one of your favorite photos of you two that 
portrays a memory that you both love. If she enjoys trying new 
things, maybe take her ice-skating or something to that degree. 

Now, I'm no pick-up artist by any means, but I think it’s safe 
to say that girls just want to know that you listen, care and 
pay attention to the overall relationship that you share. Give 
them the time they deserve; that is, after all, what they desire 
most. Do something for her that overlooks the ordinary gift. 

Purchasing love is only temporary, showing it can last 
forever. 4 


The holidaysjare here) 
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By Kaylee Weatherly 


By Chelsea Robertson 


There is nothing that can beat the rush you 
feel when you strap into your board and float 
through the powder on a crisp winter day. 

The cool breeze brushes across the parts of 
your cheeks that are exposed beneath your 
goggles and a chill creeps up your spine 

Where you go, how fast you get there and 
who you go there with, it’s all up to you. Ride 
alone or ride with a pack, on expert runs or 
bunny slopes, bright color clothes and tight 
pants or baggy, steezy swag, the mountains 
are for everyone—as long as you respect 
Mother Nature. 

As the winter months creep closer and 
most people dread the cold months to come, 
there is one team on campus who simply 
cannot wait for the cold to get here. That 
team is CSULB Ski and Snowboard Team. For 
this team, the winter months are an escape. 
Snowboarding allows them to get away from 
the drudgery of day-to-day life. 

The relatively small team was started 
in 1992 by a group of CSULB students who 
shared a common passion for skiing and 
snowboarding. Averaging about 50 members 
a year, the team has been slowly growing 
over the years as popularity of the action- 
sports industry grows. 

“Most of the school doesn’t even realize 
that we have a team, which is kind of 
disappointing,” says former team captain 


Nick Cesena. “We have done a lot to get the 
word out and make sure our team continues 
to grow.” 

Any skiing or snowboarding enthusiasts 
currently enrolled at CSULB with at least 
six academic units and a minimum GPA 
of 2.0 is welcome to join the team. Skiers 
and snowboarders of all skill levels are 
encouraged to join and compete with the 
team; it is a great team to be a part of if you 
are serious about improving your skill. 

“We all push each other in different ways 
because we all have different styles, which 
makes it the best experience ever,” says team 
manager Mike Smith. “I would be nowhere 
close to the snowboarder I am now if I didn’t 
join the team.” 

Team members have the option to 
participate in six races that are held at 
Mammoth Mountain between the months 
of December and April. While racing is 
optional, team members are encouraged to 
take advantage of the opportunity at hand 
and improve upon their riding abilities 
by competing. Skiers have the option to 
compete in one of five competitions-- 
slalom, giant slalom, halfpipe, skier cross or 
slopestyle. Snowboarders are also offered 
the opportunity to compete in either giant 
slalom, halfpipe, boarder cross or slopestyle. 

Race weekends are hosted by the 
Southern California 
Collegiate Snowsport 
Conference (SCCSC). 
SCCSC is one of 
leven conferences 
nthe United States 
which collectively 
make up the United 
_ States Collegiate 
Ski & Snowboard 
Association. 

CSULB’s ski and 
_ snowboard team 
competes against 
nine other Southern 
California campuses 
including USC, 
_ UCLA, UCSB, UCSD, 
UCI, SDSU, CSUF, 
Loyola Marymount 
University and Cal 
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Poly Pomona. Last year the team 
placed fifth overall, while many team 
members placed within the top ten in the 
individual categories. 
While club dues run around $400 and a $25 
fee for fundraising, but club members feel the 
experience is definitely worth the money. Dues 
cover the cost of registration for the Southern 
Calif. Collegiate Snowsports Conference and 
United States Ski and Snowboard Association 
(USCSA), Mammoth Mountain course 
operations fees, seasonal cabin rental, utilities 
for the house and team-sponsored events and 
parties. Each member is asked to participate 
in fundraising for the team in order to keep 
the cost of dues toa minimum. Every year 
the team hosts a fundraising event called 
Boardfest, and team members also write 
fundraising letters to friends and family 
members. 
Team members enjoy discounts on lift 
tickets and gear produced by the team 
sponsors who include 686, Skullcandy N 
Headphones, DC Shoes, Spy Optics and Nitro 
Snowboards. Recently, the team paired up with 
the nonprofit organization, Boarding for Breast 
Cancer (B4BC). In doing so, the team raises 
money and promotes awareness of breast 
cancer within the boarding community. 
Every year the team secures a house 
in Mammoth Lakes, and members are 
welcome to utilize this house anytime 
during the season and guests are welcome to 
accompany members at a small fee of $25 per 
night, which is cheaper than renting a hotel | 
room. Most team members take advantage | 
of the house during winter break, taking 
trips to Mammoth that run as long as two | 
weeks at a time, and some members even | 
consider the team house their home for the 
winter months. This opportunity allows team ; 
members a lot of extra time to practice and 
progress quickly. | 
Once the season is over and nationals have 
passed, team members don’t just go their 
own ways. The team frequently gets together 
during the off-season to hangout. The ski and 
snowboard team join up with the CSULB Surf 
club for occasional beach days and barbecues. 
Check out the team’s web site to find out 
more about it. www.csulbsnow.wordpress. 
com. 4 
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We were always told as elementary 
students to bring an apple for our teachers 
to get on their good side, but for one 
professor at Cal State Long Beach, leaving 
a plate of cookies and some milk behind 
is amuch more effective way to get on his 
“nice list.” 

That is because Daniel Thompson, 50, 
is the university's only professor who 
also suits up as Santa Claus each holiday 
season. 

Daniel, who prefers to go by Danny, 
is very passionate about his work and 
students here at Cal State Long Beach, 
where he has worked as an advanced 
studies in education and counseling 
professor since 1990, but what really puts 
a ‘twinkle in his eye’ is the joy he get from 
portraying Santa Claus every holiday 
season. Danny got his start portraying Kris 


Kringle in 2001, when he joined a group 
called the Amalgamated Order of Real 
Bearded Santas, an elite group of around 
700 Santas with, you guessed it, real 
beards, after a suggestion by some friends 
on account of his “jolly nature.” 
The following year he started his 
own entertainment company called A 
Santa For All Seasons, which he uses 
as a booking agency to find Santa jobs. 
That Christmas eight years ago, Danny 
professionally portrayed Santa for the first 
time. This year will be his eighth season. 
Danny’s Santa work usually begins 
right around Thanksgiving and goes 
through Christmas Day, working 
evenings and weekends at a variety 
of jobs, including corporate parties, 
school functions, and private parties. On 
Christmas Day, Danny takes off from his 
paid gigs and visits a 


local hospital's pediatric 
ward. 


“Can you imagine 
being stuck in a hospital 
on Christmas Day?” he 
says. “Ilike to bring a 
little joy into a child's life, 
especially if he or she has 
to be in the hospital on 
that day.” 

Danny remembers 
a Christmas he almost 
spent in the hospital 
in 1997 after having 
surgery. “Through a lot 
of prayer,” he was able 
to go home to his family 
on Christmas Eve. “This 
is one of the main 
reasons | like to visit 
children in the hospital 
on Christmas Day,” he 
explains. 

To prepare for his role 
as Santa, Danny bleaches 
his naturally red beard, 
which he grows year- 
round, and hair so it’s 
“glossy white.” Every 
January, he trims his 
beard and then lets it 
grow until Christmas. 

In fact, the last time he 


completely shaved his beard off was during 
his undergraduate years in the early 80s. 

On top of that, every year as Christmas 
approaches, Danny brushes up on his pop- 
culture and studies popular toys so he can 
actually talk to children about what presents 
they want, if the real Santa knows the 
difference between a Gameboy and PSP then 
Danny sure does too, And most importantly, 
he smiles and laughs a lot. 

As a child, Danny didn’t really enjoy 
Christmas. But since his Santa gig started 
almost a decade ago, his feelings have 
changed dramatically. “Seeing the joy on 
a child’s face, I absolutely love Christmas 
now,’ he gushes. He recounts one 
Christmas when a little boy, dressed in a 
suit, came to see him as Santa and asked 
for office supplies. “He wanted to start 
a business and make millions of dollars. 
The entrepreneurial spirit in this kid was 
great. He will probably be a millionaire by 
the time he is twenty.” 

Although Danny enjoys every aspect of 
Christmas — presents, the cookies (he likes 
oatmeal raisin, are you paying attention 
current students?), and carols (his 
favorites are ‘Silent Night’ and Away ina 
Manger’) - his favorite part of Christmas is 
telling children about the real reason for 
the holiday. “I love telling children about 
the birth of Jesus and how He loves each 
of them,” he says. 

Along with teaching and portraying 
St. Nick, Danny is currently pursuing his 
PhD in Higher Education from Claremont 
Graduate University — He will graduate 
December 2010 (will they let him wear 
his Santa robe in place of a graduation 
robe?). Danny also adds membership to 
the Fraternal Order of Real Bearded Santas 
and the International Order of Santas 
to his impressive Santa résumé. As this 
holiday season approaches, Long Beach 
State Professor Danny Thompson is ready 
yet again to down the red and white 
suit and bring happiness to children and 
adults like. 

Just don’t forget the oatmeal cookies. 4 


By Fehmida Bholat 


\ ou know the gift. It’s 
at least two sizes too 
small, smells vaguely 
of pepper and... 
wait, is that a nail 
clipping hanging 
onto the edge 
there? Your 
first instinct 
is to burn 
this unholy 
vestige of 
familial gifts 
and to never speak 
of it again. But, you've got 
to fight your urges. It makes 
your eyes bleed and your skin crawl, but don't panic, there 
are ways to handle the infamous (and all too frequent.) 
“awful” gift. Everyone has gotten them, and if you're lucky, 
it’s only once every couple years. Here are a few ways to 
politely receive these gifts without having to later banish 
them into that dark nook of your closet with all the other 
dusty, forgotten gifts. 

First: Perfect the fake excitement when you open the 
gift. This is crucial. If you look disappointed or let down, 
then you are not properly accepting a truly terrible gift. 
With eyes wide open, mouth in a perfect “O,” and lots of 
ecstatic hand flailing, these presents almost deserve a 
standing ovation—but don’t go overboard. Usually, the 
key to balance is using vague statements and practiced 
excitement. You don't want to make a mockery of the gift 
giver, even if you really, really want to. Restrain yourself-- 
you don’t want to be THAT person. 

Second: If mockery occurs, abandon excitement and 
sincerely follow this next part. Thank the gift bearer. 
Practice some surprise faces in the mirror, recite some 
lines: “Mismatched socks! What I've always needed! 
How'd you know?” Fake that excitement for all its worth. 
The more awful the gift, the more you pretend to love it. 
Embrace the terrible gift, become one with it. 

Third: Figure out what you want to do with the gift. Is 
there any way it’s regift-able? Can you donate it? Can you 
actually use it in some way? (generally not for its original 
purpose.) Unless it’s a fruitcake, a terrible gift doesn't tend 
to be regift-able. Fruitcakes are one of those things where 
it’s tradition to pass them on; no one actually eats those 
rock-hard “cakes” filled with jellied “fruits.” 

There’s the option of the “elephant gift,” which is gag 
re-gifting it to your friends, so that next time a special 
occasion comes around, you stuff the blasphemous thing 
in a bright paper bag and hand it off to an unsuspecting 
friend. You risk getting it back on the next Christmas or 


birthday, but its only a year until you hand it off again, 
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A guide on what to do with 
aweful gifts 


hopefully for good. Maybe someone will actually use it (the horror) 
or it manages to get “accidentally” thrown away. 

Another option is to give it to charity. This might cause the person | 
behind the counter to unnecessarily judge you for your poor taste, 
or worse yet, they'll know you're just passing off some awful gift 
onto those you think won't mind. If you're tough enough to put 
up with that, then go right ahead. It has the possibility of making 
someone else happy/terrified/disgusted. Worse comes to worse, 
you could always throw it away or manage to lose it, (much to your 
disappointment, of course.) This is probably a lot better than letting 
it sit around your house, festering in its own terrible juices. 

If you do happen to get one or more of these awful gifts this 
year, then just take it in stride. Don't be offended at how little the 
person may know you or what they may be implying with the gift. 
Understand that even the best of us receive the ripped pantyhose, the 
garish Cosby sweaters, a used pen set, or the toothbrush and floss set. 
It's like a rite of passage—you just have to grin and bear it. 4 
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By Alexis Fuller 


We have all been hit hard 

by the economy this year, [BCERi SR Ura ICM Ry Gra 
including Santa Claus. Starbucks gift cards are nice, 
But don't worry, there are but get your friends and loved 
still creative andfun ways |MRiateiethtauatacmeacimencyanyil 


to have a happy holiday really need. In an economy like this, gas cards are 
and give some great gifts a must-have for stocking stuffers and commuters. Anyone 


ho drives will be grateful. 
along the way. Who drives will be gratetu 


Residence Hall’s top chef 


Every student living on campus knows 
that Ramen noodles are just a mini 
microwave away from starvation. Give 
your roommate or friend the gift of 
versatility with the book “101 Things 
to do With Ramen Noodles” by Toni 
Patrick. After all, soup is good for the 
“jolly happy” soul. 


Bright Christmas 


Southern California is known for its rainless 

seasons all year long, even in December. Get a 

close friend some shade without even leaving campus. There is a 
sunglasses kiosk in between The Nugget and the Bookstore. There are 


a variety of colors and styles to choose from, and you won't spend over 
S10 
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Not-So-Board Games 


Ever find you and your posse bored with no money 
and nowhere to go? Board games make a perfect gift 
and will put an end to these dull moments. Get all of 
your friends involved in a board game gift exchange, 
so you can swap and trade with each other. Pictionary, 
Scrabble, Twister, Apples To Apples, Catch Phrase 

and Battle of the Sexes to name a few. Make the gift 
exchange a fun holiday party by adding an ugly 
Christmas sweater theme to the event 


Noise canceling headphones 


Whether it be roommates, people in the library or the 
gardening crew at your apartment complex, it’s pretty hard 
for us students to find a quiet place to go to and study o1 
relax. We all need a little peace and quiet once in a while, 
and if there isn’t a secluded place you can go to, make your 
own peace and quiet with the Sony noise canceling 
headphones. These headphones cancel 87 percent 
of outside noise, fold up for easy storage, and are 
compatible with nearly all audio outputs. 


Flannel nation 


Once reserved for lumberjacks and 

your dad, flannel is back in a big 

way, and ready to keep both guys 

and girls warm this holiday season. Not only 

are the long sleeve jackets warm and fashionable, 

there are so many different brands making flannels now that 
you can go as nice or as cheap as you want. From American 
Apparel to skateboarding companies to the nice selection 

at thrift stores like Goodwill, there is a flannel for you or as a 
holiday gift, no matter the budget. 


By Rebekah Davenport 
Get youn passpont 


First you're going to need a passport photo. Make sure 
to get it taken where at a place that specifically takes 
passport photos because there are requirements they 
must meet. This usually costs about $10-15. Next, go to 
a post office that provides passports. You will need to 
fill out an application, provide proof of U.S. citizenship, 
proof of identity, two color photos, and pay about $100. 
Make sure you complete this process long before your 
trip because it takes a few weeks for the passport to 
arrive in the mail. And no passport means no leaving 
the country, with no exceptions. Visit www.usps.com 
for more information. 


Do youn homework 

Make sure to compare prices for tickets, hotels, and 
transportation before making any purchases. It may 
seem convenient to buy the first deal you find, but 
youd be surprised what kind of great bargains are 
out there. Try websites like Orbitz, PriceLine, and 
Cheap Tickets. 


Pack li 

Packing lightly is key. Seriously. There's nothing worse 
than having five suitcases and trying to juggle them all 
while running to catch a taxi. Bring only the essentials: 
enough underwear and socks to last your whole trip 
(just in case you can't do laundry), a few basic tops 
and bottoms that can be mixed and matched into 
different outfits, comfortable shoes to wear while you 
sight see, a sweater and/or jacket (depending on how 
cold the weather will be) that can be layered, pajamas, 
and one nice outfit and a pair of dress shoes for special 
occasions. Remember: leave a little extra room in your 
suitcase because you will probably do some shopping 
and will need some space to put your new items. 


Dness comf 

There is no reason to look like a fashionista on the 
airplane, but you don't have to look like a bum either. 
Stick with simple, classic attire. A plain top, jeans, and 
closed-toed shoes will do the trick. Add a scarf anda 
cardigan or lightweight jacket since it can get cold once 
airborne. Lastly, it is best not to travel wearing anything 
with too much metal on it, like a studded belt or a metal 
hair clip. It just slows down your traveling process when 
going through security checks in airports. 
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‘Winter Traurel Tips 


Make sure you have the proper currency for the 
country you are going to. It’s also helpful to know how | 
to convert it into American dollars so you know how a 
‘much youre spending while on your trip. ft 


thumb to blend in to the crowd; don't dress loudly and 


Be nice 
Being nice in a busy airport can get you a long way. Say 
for example the woman checking in your bags is in an 
extra grumpy mood. One person decides to snap back _ 
at her for being so rude, while the other sucks it up and _ 
smiles. Miraculously there happens to be one extra seat 
in business class. Who do you think is going to get it? 
You do the math. 


Bruuszhup onthe local language 
and customs 

It’s always a good idea to know the norms of where 
you are going. You don't have to be fluent, but 
Knowing a few simple phrases like, “Please” and 
“Thank you” not only come in handy, but also reflects 
a positive light on you as an American tourist. Make 
sure you know basic customs too. For example, it’s 
normal in Japan for people to be pushy in a subway 
station. So don’t be so quick to go swinging fists when 
someone pushes you aside. 


Avoid being a victim of crime. It’s always a good rule of 


draw attention to yourself. Keep valuables securely 
put away in case of pick-pockets. Don't leave personal 
documents in your hotel room. Always let someone 
else know what your travel plans are. 


Hare frun! 

The most important part of visiting a foreign country 
is to have FUN! Forget about the guy who threw up on 
the plane and the grouchy flight attendant. It’s all in 
the past. It’s time to explore and make some amazing 
new memories. So get out your camera and start sight 
seeing. 4 


Happy Inareling! 
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stivities fae hee You think the Meanione” 
in “My Big Fat Greek Wedding”. not a chance. 
ey inspire dancing, drinking, and the shouting of 
oy haar You ee even leave Say ing alittle bit 


d dd friendly décor invite t the 
but the full Greek dining 


hoses appet izers ena 
Is include lamb chops, and 


mpted to get up and dance, or just 
eyeat. 
: the restauranta a re Lhe wine lists and Greek 


beers, and wine bottles are half-price on Monday nights. 


Recently, the restaurant introduced five of its own house wines. 


Enjoy a romantic bottle with that special someone, or share a few - 


~ bottles with a group of friends. 4 


George's caters to big parties and events. with the holidays 
nearing, it offers the perfect pi for holiday ‘sabi a 
gatherings. 

Their annual New Year's party, which v typically sells out, will be 
celebrated this year as “My Big Fat Greek New Years Eve Party. 
Early seating is available from 5-9pm, including a 4-course meal 
and champagne toast for $29.96, followed by a 9pm.-close seating 
which features a 4-course meal and champagne toast as well as 


“tive bands, dancing, a balloon drop, and party favors for $44.95. 


George's Greek Café on end Street is not the only one in the 


family, Visit their other locations on Pine Street in Downtown 


Long Beach, their Los Angeles restaurant, and theit newest 
addition in Lakewood, 

' From the festive music to the art on the walls it’s easy to get 
caught up in the Greek lifestyle while visiting George's Greek 
Cafe. The farnuy at George's is anxiously awaiting company, dny 
time of the day, 


By Dale Johnson 


Some things are better kept in the family. 
Private secrets about a first crush, (remember Amy who lived 
at the corner house?) embarrassing moments, (peeing the bed 
until first grade, anyone?) and baby pictures in Spider-Man 
undies are best restricted to those who you share your surname 
with, but for the Wardell family of Huntington Beach, something 
new has been added to that all in the family list: a blues infused 
indie rock band. 

Three brothers, lead vocalist and guitarist Patrick (a current 

| freshman at CSULB), drummer Brian and vocalist and bassist 
Sean along with friend and guitarist Scott Zschomler make up 
Moostache. 

Think the Jonas Brothers without the Jonas part and Hanson 
without the “MMMbop” part, actually Moostache doesn't really 
sound like either of those brotherly pop “bands.” Though young, 
| the boys of Moostache have more of a classic rock feel than Top 
40, drawing from bands like The Beatles and The Rolling Stones 
that, surprise, the boys were fed a steady diet of from a young 
age thanks to their parents. 

“We came from musical families and we kind of just grew up 
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influences from mom and 
pops and spice in some more 
modern acts like The Kinks, 
Pavement, The Walkmen and 
top with some hints of Wilco 
and now you really have something growing (like a Mus- er, 
Moostace,) in to a sound that the band describes as “bluesy-indie 
rock.” 

The band began playing together quite a few years earlier 
under the Moostache name, a name that seems to beg for a 
humorous origin, “I’m working on a story that I can make up and 
use,” says Patrick of the band’s moniker. But in reality, the then 
pre-teen Patrick created the name on a'whim before a show at a 
dingy local sports bar. 

“We always wanted to get around to changing the name,” 
recalled Sean. “But it got to a certain point where we couldn't, 
but then everybody decided they liked the name.’ 

Though the boys were playing together, 
apparently on the crappy local sports bar circuit, it 
wasn't until Sept. 2008 when the band started to 
get serious, and headed in to the studio to record 
their first album, “The Body Disagrees,” though 
the process didn't come without hiccups and ! 
frustration. 

“We ended up tracking a lot of the CD and 
deciding it didn’t sound like we wanted it to,” says 
Zschomler of the recording process for their first 
disc. “So we scrapped all of the guitar takes and 
some of the vocals and ended up redoing it. We 
wanted more of a live, raw feel.” 

Tracks like the album’s closer “Children’s Minds,” 
and band favorites “Sisters,” “Windows,” and 
“Commons” greatly benefited from this more raw 
and live feel, but the band was still dissatisfied. So 
much so, that after the wrapping of the recording | 
of “The Body Disagrees,” Moostache almost 
immediately returned to the studio, new tracks in 
hand, to record an acoustic album, appropriately 
titled “Acoustache” 

“By the time we finished recording that [“The 
Body Disagrees“],” says Patrick. “We didn't play 
any of those live and we didn’t like that while we 
would play live, we would pass out a CD that didn’t 
have anything we were playing on it, so we made 
the acoustic EP.” 

The EP is filled with infectious songs, especially 
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the first track “Hands of Steel,” with its building and driving 
acoustic guitars and dual vocal harmonization by Patrick and 
Zschomler, perfectly blending soaring vocals and beautiful 
stripped down pieces, making the most of the acoustic 
atmosphere, along with adding in soft tambourine and other 
accents in the background to give the song considerable depth. 

Lyrically, the EP is a major step forward for Moostache as well. 

“When you live with everybody you're writing the lyrics for,” 
says Patrick. “Especially my dad who's really into it and always 
looking at stuff, I can’t really write any provocative lyrics or 
anything because he'll just read them and be like ‘Oh... what’s 
wrong? But for that album I kind of just said screw it, I'll write 
what I want.” 

And while most of the “Acoustache EP” was lyrically based 
upon the time of Patrick graduating from high school, he has 
a whole new set of emotions and stories to tell as he begins 
college at Cal State Long Beach as a biology major. 

With the completion of their latest EP Moostache are 
continuing to write, and despite the acoustic sound of their 
current disc, they aren't moving toward a stripped down side. 

“Right now we are moving toward a more danceable 
sound,” says Patrick. “I don’t like how going to shows 
has sort of evolved in to people just standing there and 
watching, where as it used to be the band was there to play 


so people could dance and have fun, now its less about them 
having fun than it is the band having fun and! don’t really 
understand that.” 

Moostache have already played locally with bands like 
Portugal. The Man, but the boys are looking to expand their 
fan base with a summer tour that is already in the works. In 
the meantime, Moosatche will continue to play locally, for the 
first time at the House of Blues in Anaheim on Dec. 11 with The 
Living Suns and Feb. 3 at OC local music hot spot Chain Reaction. 

Future plans for the band include the aforementioned 
summer tour, along with yet another return to the studio when 
time and funds permit for Moostache to record again and be 
able to record in a way that will completely satisfy them. 

And after that, who knows? Not the band, and they like it that way. 

"I'm just excited to see where it goes,” says Zschomler. ‘I just 
want to keep playing, and be able to play live shows, and then 
maybe eventually do it for a living, that would be awesome.” 

“I plan on writing songs forever and this will always be the 
best way to play them,” continues Patrick. “Who knows about 
the future, but if we were ever doing like bigger shows every 
night, I would for sure let dad come on stage, it would be 
hilarious.” 

That might be taking the all in the family mantra a bit 
too far.A 
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